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SUBJECT: DECEMBER 10 MEETING WITH DE GUIRINGAUD ON FTAI 

REF: PARIS 37279 

1 . AT DECEMBER 10 MEETING WITH SECRETARY IN BRUSSELS, 

DE GUIRINGAUD RAISED QUESTION OF AID TO DJIBOUTI AFTER 
INDEPENDENCE. IN RESPONSE TO THE SECRETARY'S QUESTION OF 
WHETHER TROOPS WOULD BE KEPT IN DJIBOUTI. DE GUIRINGAUD 
SAID THIS HAD NOT BEEN DECIDED. THE FRENCH WOULD LIKELY 
OFFER TROOPS TO INSTRUCT THE LOCAL DEFENSE AND POLICE FORCE 
AND HAD IN MIND A BASE WITH PERHAPS AS MANY AS 3000 TO 4000 
TROOPS, IF THAT WERE ACCEPTABLE TO FTAI. THE MAIN DANGER 

TO THIS NEW ENTITY IS FROM SOMALIA AND POSSIBLY ETHIOPIA. 
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2. DE GUIRINGAUD SAID DJIBOUTI WOULD NEED SUBSTANTIAL 
ECONOMIC AID. FRANCE WAS CURRENTLY SPENDING $20-30 MILLION 
A YEAR (WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CORRECTED IN REFTEL TO $160 
MILLION) AND THOUGHT IT WOULD BE WELL TO MUSTER INTERNA- 
TIONAL SUPPORT. THE SAUDIS WERE INTERESTED, AND THE FRENCH 
THOUGHT THE US MIGHT WISH TO HELP. THE IMPORTANT ARGUMENT 
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FOR AID WAS NOT ECONOMIC BUT THE THREAT FROM SOMALIA OR AN 
IRRESPONSIBLE MOVE BY ETHIOPIA. 

3. DE GUIRINGAUD ASKED IF THE US COULD USE ITS INFLUENCE 
TOWARDS RESTRAINT IN ADDIS ABABA. THE SECRETARY REPLIED 
THAT WE HAD LITTLE INFLUENCE THERE. THE ONLY WAY TO RE- 
SIST A THREAT IS TO HAVE FORCE ON THE GROUND. DE GUIRIN- 
GAUD SAID THE FRENCH WOULD URGE THE SOVIETS TO EXERT 
RESTRAINT ON SOMALIA. AND THE SECRETARY THOUGHT THIS WOULD 
BE USEFUL. DE GUIRINGAUD SAID HE HAD RAISED THIS WITH 
GROMYKO IN NEW YORK, AND DE COURCEL HAD MENTIONED IT IN 
MOSCOW, BUT THE SOVIETS HAD NOT RESPONDED. DE GUIRINGAUD 
ASKED THAT THE SECRETARY RAISE THE MATTER OF THE SOVIETS 
AND THE SITUATION IN DJIBOUTI WITH THE NEW ADMINISTRATION, 
AND THE SECRETARY AGREED TO DO SO. 

ROBINSON 
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